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I-Pad Mini Sweepstakes

We recently completed an extensive 
“Cost of Service Study” for 2015.  One 
thing is for sure - our power costs 
continue to increase.  It is highly likely a 
rate increase will be necessary in 2015 
since BPA is raising their rates this fall by 
approximatley 7%.  We are going to do 
everything we can to delay raising rates 
until later this year. 
By the time you read this, we will have met 
with our Rate Advisory Committee (RAC) 
for their input on rate alternatives.  We 
always encourage our customers to take an 
active role in reviewing our rates. 
We appreciate the insight and input we 
get from our ratepayers and we will hold 
a series of public hearings before any  
final rate action is taken.

Outlook for 2015 Rates

Welcome Our New 
 General Manager

At its regular board meeting on March 24th, 
2015, the Board of Commissioners formally 
adopted a resolution appointing Tim Nies as 
the next General Manager of Franklin PUD  
effective May 4th. 

Commissioners received 17 applications 
from candidates across the Northwest.  
After thoroughly reviewing and analyzing 
the qualifications of all individuals, the final 
selection was Tim Nies.

Tim was Director of Administrative Services 
and Auditor for Franklin PUD, and is a 
Certified Public Accountant.  He has worked 
in the accounting and finance industry for 
22 years and his role at Franklin PUD over 

the past eleven years includes management 
of the Accounting, Information Technology, 
Broadband, Customer Service, and Meter 
Reading departments. His background 
includes public accounting and audit 
experience examining financial statements 
for a variety of municipal corporations.  

Tim  is involved in the community serving on 
several not-for-profit boards and is a member 
of the Tri-Cities Sunrise Rotary Club. 

“As the PUDs new General Manager, I want 
to connect with our customers, employees, 
and community,” said Tim.   “My main goal 
is to find out how we can best serve our 
customers.” 

There are many regional issues to tackle, 
including BPA rate increases, net metering,  
and complex state and federal issues that will 
raise electricity costs even more and threaten 
our system reliability.  Tim will continue to lead 
and implement the PUD’s Strategic Direction 
Plan.  Rates, reliability, and relationships will 
remain the top priorities.

The Commissioners selected Tim on the basis 
of his working knowledge of Franklin PUD, his 
leadership skills, and ability to network with 
our community and region. 

In an ongoing effort to maximize 
cost efficiencies and make it 
easier for customers to pay 
their electric bill online, we 
have teamed up with Invoice 
Cloud, our third party payment 
provider, to run a sweepstakes 
this summer to win an iPad mini.   

Enter by enrolling in 1) Auto-Pay 
or 2) signing up to go paperless with e-bills 
when either viewing or paying your utility bills 
online.   Each time you do one of these two 
things for the first time between 6/1/15 and 
8/31/15, you’ll be entered in the sweepstakes. 
The maximum number of entries per account 
is two. Invoice Cloud will draw the winning 
name for the Sweepstakes. Internet entry 

must be made by the 
customer account holder 
at Franklin PUD’s payment 
portal (www.franklinpud.
com/make-a-payment).

One lucky customer will win 
the iPad.  Save on postage, 
paper, and worry by using 
Franklin PUD’s safe and 

secure service to pay your bill automatically 
each month through your checking account, 
or a debit or credit card.  The paperless option 
sends your bill directly to your e-mail inbox.  

Besides saving customers’ time and money, 
paperless billing reduces the PUD’s cost of 
mailing.

Before picking up a shovel, pick up the 
telephone.  Electric lines often are buried 
underground.  One wrong move can cause 
you and your neighbors to be cut off from 
vital services - or cause death or injury to 

May is National 
Electrical Safety Month

Know What’s Below: 
Call Before You Dig

you from an electric shock or an explosion.  
At least two business days before you plan to 
dig,  call Washington’s one-call center.  Calling 
ahead is not only common sense, its the law.  

Raising awareness about electrical hazards 
is the key to reducing home electrical 
fires, injuries, and death.  Together we can 
reduce the number of electrical-related  
injuries - one home, one school, and one 
workplace at a time. 



Franklin PUD |  1411 W. Clark Street  |  PO Box 2407  |  Pasco, WA 99302            509.547.5591 or 800.638.7701

www.franklinpud.com Issue:   May - June  2015

Commissioner’s Corner

Bill Gordon 
2015 Secretary

Franklin PUD offers Generation Green, 
a “green power” program to give our 
customers an opportunity to purchase 
renewable energy generated from qualified 
alternative energy resources.  This program, 
which provides a voluntary option to 
customers, is mandated by the State of 
Washington through RCW 19.29A.090. 
The amount you pay is above and beyond 
what you already pay for renewable 
energy included in Franklin PUD rates.
For more information on this program, 
visit our website at www.franklinpud.com/
conservation/generationgreen. 

Clean Hydro - Breath of Fresh Air

Fish Runs Keep Improving 

Today there are more fish in the Columbia 
River than at any time since the first dam was 
built at Bonneville in 1938. Many are hatchery 
fish, but wild populations are increasing.
NOAA Fisheries, who is responsible for 
protection of listed salmon, says that survival 
rates through the hydro system are now 
approaching levels seen in rivers without 
dams.
Salmon are migrating more safely through 
the eight large federal hydro projects on 
the Columbia and Snake rivers due to the 
installation of new technologies, like fish 
“slides”. Survivals at the dams are high, 
averaging 97 percent collectively.

• Overall, juvenile survival past the dams is three 
times higher today than it was 30 years ago.

• In 2014, over 2.5 million adult salmon and 
steelhead passed Bonneville Dam, setting 
new overall record levels since counts began 
in 1938. Of the fish returning in 2014, the 
sockeye, fall chinook, and coho,  including 
the Snake River stocks, were record or near-
record runs.

• Snake River sockeye, on the brink of 
extinction in the 1990s, have been rebuilding. 
Nearly 3,000 sockeye passed Lower Granite 
Dam in 2014.

Dramatic fluctuations in salmon runs occur 
from year to year. Yet the dams these fish 
traverse have been in place for over 70 years. 
This has led researchers to focus on complex 
differences in ocean conditions as the primary 
reason for the ups and downs in salmon runs.

In recognition of the 
tremendous value 
of the Columbia and 
Snake River systems, 
NW RiverPartners 
is raising awareness 

about the multiple benefits the rivers provide 
to the Northwest environment and economy.  
Franklin PUD is one of the founding members 
of NW RiverPartners and believes the 
“CleanHydro” campaign now in its third year, 
is making a difference.

Despite the strong support for hydro that 
we see from many of our customers, we 
know others aren’t always aware of how 
vital the river systems are to our region. 
And as anti-dam groups continue to step up 
their attempts to dismantle the Northwest’s 
greatest source of carbon-free, renewable 
energy - hydropower - these awareness 
efforts are more important than ever.   The 
CleanHydro campaign aims to tell the full 
story of the Northwest river system, educating 
our customers and others about the many 
economic and environmental benefits that 
too often go unacknowledged.

A few examples of facts and benefits from the 
Clean Hydro campaign include:

• Agriculture: Northwest rivers irrigate 7.8 

million acres of farmland each year. Annual net 
earned income from Northwest agriculture 
production exceeds $8 billion.

• Commerce: Over 50 million tons of 
commercial cargo, valued at over $20 billion, 
moves down the Columbia and Snake rivers 
annually. The Northwest is the nation’s 
number one exporter of wheat, barley and 
paper products. 

• Clean air: Barges on Northwest rivers keep 
700,000 trucks off the highways each year. 
Because hydropower produces no carbon 
emissions, the Northwest’s carbon footprint 
is half that of other parts of the country.

• Renewable: Hydropower provides nearly 90 
percent of the NW’s renewable energy.

• Energy: Northwest dams provide nearly 60 
percent of the region’s electricity. It would 
take two nuclear, three coal-fired, or six gas-
fired power plants to replace the average 
annual power produced by the four lower 
Snake River dams.

• Flexible and reliable: Because the rivers are 
always flowing in the Northwest, hydropower 
is used as a tool to back up intermittent 
generators such as wind or solar. Hydro 
generation can be quickly adjusted to follow 
changes in wind production and keep the 
transmission system reliable. That reliability is 
being tested by the amount and pace of wind 
power that has been added to the sytem. 

It’s Not Just a Dam 
It’s 90% of our renewable 
energy in the Northwest
Sit back, relax and take a breath of fresh 
air.  There aren’t too many parts of the 
world where you can do that anymore.  But 
in the Pacific Northwest, we’re lucky.  Not 
only are we blessed with incredible natural 
beauty, we also have an abundant supply 
of renewable energy.  In fact, hydropower 
produces 90 percent of our renewable 
energy and keeps 100% of our air clean.

When we experience a large outage we will 
tweet the location and let you know crews 
have been deployed.  Additionally, we will 
post large outages on the front page of our 
website letting customers know which area 
the outage is in.  Please consider following 
us on Twitter or using the website.

follow us @franklinpud

Follow us on Twitter for 
Outage Notifications 


